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than to display them. They wish to place the re-
ligion of the Jews before us as ready-made from
the beginning, as perfect in all its parts, because
revealed by God, and, if liable to corruption, at all
events incapable of improvement. But that the
Jewish monotheism was preceded by a polytheism
c on the other side of the flood and in Egypt,' is now
admitted by most scholars, nor would it be easy to
find in the same sacred code two more opposite
sentiments than the rules and regulations for burnt
offerings in Leviticus, and the words of the Psalmist
(51. 16), 'For thou delightest not in sacrifice, else
would I give it thee; thou delightest not in burnt
offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:
a broken and contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not
despise.' And then again at the end: 'Then shalt
thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with
burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall
they offer bullocks upon thine altar.*

There is growth here, as evident as can be, how-
ever difficult it may seem to some students of religion
to reconcile the idea of growth with the character of a
revealed religion.

What applies to the religion of Moses, applies to
that of Zoroaster. It is placed before us as a complete
system from the first, revealed by Ahuramazda, pro-
claimed by Zarathustra. Minute scholarship only has
been able to discover some older elements in the
G&thas, but with that exception, we find in the Avesta
too but few acknowledged traces of real growth.

"With regard again to the religion and mythology
of Greece and Italy, it would be extremely difficult
to distinguish their infancy, their youth, and their